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the horse, was instructed to raise two additional legions,
which was speedily done. Orders had already been given to
forestall the expected march of Hannibal on Rome (so soon
as it should be known that he was advancing) by devastating
the country, burning the crops and houses, removing the
breadstuffs, destroying the bridges and retiring the popula-
tion into the towns and strong places, so that nothing should
be left for Hannibal to subsist upon. If he marched on
Rome, it should be through a howling waste. As matters
turned, these orders were not carried out.

Meanwhile, Fabius took command of the army of Ser-
vilius, which this general, after a few slight exchanges with
the Gauls, had promptly and sensibly transferred from the
valley of the Po to Ocriculum, near Rome, so soon as news
had reached him of the defeat at Lake Trasimene, and which,
increased by the two supplemental legions, amounted to an
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effective of fifty thousand men. To Servilius was given the
duty of raising a fleet to protect the coast of Italy from prob-
able Carthaginian invasions, for the Carthaginians had just
intercepted a Roman fleet sailing from Ostia for Spain with
provisions.tocratic families.
